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Curious Particulars re{pefing that confummate Adept in Deception, 
CHARLES PRICE, many Years a Stock-broker and Lottery 


Office-Keeper. 


“Ta unhappy man was apprehended about the 15th day 
of January, at Mr. Aldus’s, a pawnbroker, in Berwicke 
ftreet ; had paffed three examinations, and executed himfelf in 
Tothilfields Bridewell, on the 24th day of the fame month, 
there being only ten days from his apprehenfion to his diffolu- 
tion, Great muft have been the horrors of his mind before he 
could conclude upon his own deftrn&tion, but the compofure 
and deliberation, with which he perfeéted it, gave the finifhing 
flroke to that character for calmnefs, which all who knew 
him knew he was matter of, and which his machinations have 
manifefted, from the year 1780 to the hour of deteétion.—He 
was fervile to extreme meannefs, where his fervility could be 
recompenied by a fhilling—He wasmatter of the moft confums 
mate effrontery and impudence when juftice called upon him 
for that fhilling, if unfupported by law; and he never paid it 
but with an eye to further plunder ; and then he abounded with 
fuch profeffions of honeft;, that all who could read mankind 
faw that he did not poflefs a grain of it. In fine, he was a 
true Lottery-Office- Adventurer. He was alfo an adept in that 
fpecies of flattery diltinguifhed by us under the word palaver. 
He poffeffed an extenfive knowledge of men and manners, 
and was a proficient in reading the heart of man, and, to fu- 
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perficial obfervers, appeared a very fenfible perfon. He was 
converfant in moft of the living languages, had a {mattering of 
each, but mafter of none, and not having had the advantages of 
a liberal education, he was very deficient in hisown. He had 
travelled all over France, and Holland, and been at moft of the 
German courts. He was at Copenhagen during the time of the 
unhappy fate of the late queen of Denmark, fifter to our fove- 
reign, and he, at that time, wrote a pamphlet, clearing her of 
all fufpicions, and in which he pointed out the true caufe of 
that degrading attack on what was more dear to her than her 
life, her charaéter, thereby to effe&t an intended revolution in 
favour of the Queen Dowager’s fon. One of thofe pamphlets 
he gave Mr. Fenwick, the keeper of Tothilfields Bridewell, 
which we have lately read, and though drawn up in very impér- 
fe& language, yet it proved him to have an eye directed to the 
cabals of the court, and an underflanding capable of developing 
its intrigues. His charaéter about the ’Change in London was 
well known---he was a keen, intriguing {peculator, well verfed 
in the myflery of the Bulls and Bears—his head enabled him to 
make the moft accurate calculations, but his heart would never 
permit him to enjoy the fruits of his honeft labours, if fuch they 
might be deemed, for, if poffible, he never would comply with 
the demands of a fortunate cuftomer unlefs actually terrified 
into it ; and to terrify him required no {mall portion of inge- 
nuity and refolution.—This nataral propenfity to difhoneity 
was the {pring of all his misfortunes ; it made him fhift from 
place to place to avoid the abufe of the vulgar, and the clamo- 
rous calls of the adventurers. FHis laft office was the corner of 
King-ftreet, Covent Garden, from whence he was driven, about 
fix years ago, by a moft unaccountable run of ilt-luck, and 
efteemed himfelf happy in a private decampment. 

Evcr fince that period, Mr. Price has lived in obfcurity, and 
as it was then, he began his difhoneft prattices, itis a fingular 
circumftance for refte€tion, that no man can live happy who of- 
fends againft the laws of the country, particularly im thofe in- 
Mances which, as they are the moit dangerous and deltructive to 
{ociety, naturally call for ‘every exertion to detect, and where 
wifdom and power united can never fail, at laf, in the accomp- 
lifhment. 

His domefic character was Rill worfe—though a perfec fyco- 

phant abroad, at home he was thé moit abiolate tyrant, nor 

could a prudent, beautiful, virtuous woman, endowed with 

every qualification to render the marriage fate happy, foften his 

brutality of difpofition,when the ample tortune he obtainea with 

her had been {quandered by him ig intrigues, as pitiful as they 
9 were 
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were expenfive; for with all his outward appearances of genti~ 
lity, he had a degree of pride that was truly contemptible, and 
a mind equally lowand mean. : : 

We have thought proper to give thisgeneral outline of his 
charaéter, that the reader may be enabled to form fome idea of 
the confiftency of his conduét, and be prepared for a relation of 
tranfactions which were as furprifing as his character. ; 

Driven thus to expedients, and having a large family of eight 
children to fupport, he turned his thoughts to that attempt 
which proved {fo fatal to him; and, what is very extraordinary, 
always has proved fatal to every man who made the attempt 
(and we will venture to prognofticate always wiil)—a forgery 
on the Bank of England. His firft attack on the Bank was 
about the year 1780, when a forged note had been taken there, 
fo complete in all its parts, the engravings, the fignatures, the 
water-marks, &c, that it pafled through various hands unfufpec- 
ted, and was not difcovered till itcame to a certain department 
in the routine of that office, and through which no forgery can 
pafs undifcovered—This occafioned a confiderable alarm among 
that great and truly refpe€table body of gentlemen, and notes 
upon notes flowed in, about the Lottery and Chriftmas times, 
without even the leatt poflibility of tracing out the firlt negocia- 
tcr. Various confultations were held, various plans laid, aod 
innumerable were the efforts for detection ; but in vain—they 
were traced up toone man for every quarter, always difguifed, 
always inacceflible, and we will venture to pronounce, the forger 
would have remained much longer a fecret, but for the un- 
wearied attention and cool colletted plans of Mr. Clarke, a 
public officer at Bow-itreet, well known for his ingenuity in de- 
te€ting offenders on the Bank, the Mint, &c. Indeed we may 
venture to fay, that had he been left to his difcretion, to have 
followed the dictates of hisown underftandiog, and to have care 
ried into execution his own plans, the offender would not have 
reigned fo long; for although thofe who took upon them the 
office, were gentlemen of integrity and unblemished characters, 
they were infufficient for the undertaking, as the fagacity of Mr. 
Price always proved an over-match for their zeal, afliduity, or 
ftratagem. As from its great importance to focicty, they took 
the bufinefs into their own hands, one perfon only excepted, 
they found, by experience, the inefficacy of their meafures. 

Had Mr. Price permitted a partner in his proceedings—rhad 
he employed an engraver—had he procured paper to be made 
for him, with water marks put inte it, he muft have been difs 
covered—but Price was himfelf alone ; He engraved his owa 
plates; he made his own paper, with the water-marks, and his 
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own negociator, thereby confining a fecret to his own breaft 
which he wifely deemed not fafe in the breaft of another; even 
Mrs Price had not the leaft knowledge or fufpicion of his pro- 
ceeding. Having prattifed engraving till he had made himfelf 
fufiicient mafter of it, he then made his own ink to prove his 
own works: having purchafed implements and manufactured 
the water-mark, he next fet -himfelf to counterfeit the hand- 
writings, and fucceeded fo far as even to puzzle a part of the firft 
body of men in the world, The abilities of the unhappy Ry- 
land were exerted in his profeffion, and therefore the impofition 
was to be lefs wondered at ; but here was a novice in the art, 
capable of equal deception in every part cf the dangerous une 
dertaking,and all attempts to difcover him proving equally abor- 
tive, the Bank came at laft to the refolution of defcribing him 
by a public advertifement. 

This advertifement drove Mr. Price to his wits:—It forced 
him, for atime, to refrain from the circulation, and for fome 
months put a total ftoptoit, ‘The next lottery feafon he re- 
commenced his fchemes, and Mr. Patch again come forth with 
all his feeret eclat, notwithftanding every f{cheme that ingenuity 
could devife to detect them had been practifed. 

It is not unworthy obfervation, that hand-bills were delivered 
from houfe to houfe throughout the whole of the quarter where 
he was moft fufpected to refide, and at the very houfe which he 
caily reforted to, and where all his implements were fixed. 
This was the neighbourhood of Marybone, Portland-place, Ox- 
ford ftreet, and Tottenham-court-road ; nay it was thrown 
down an area to the only perfon in whom he placed any confi- 
dence, a lady whom the reader will be prefently acquainted 
with. By thefe means Price was apprized of his immediate 
danger, and confequently took his meafures accordingly ;—in 
the common phrafe, it blew himup, but it certainly was the 
means that prevented his then being apprehended. Eagerne(s 
to fecure, banifhed that forefight and caution which are ever ne- 
ceflary whenever it is in purfuit of artful villainy. The ani- 
mal, whofe fagacity is a proverb, can never be fecured in haite; 
to entrap him requires fuperior patience, caution, and cune 
ning. 

In the preceding narrative, we mentioned that Mr. Price had 
no partner, no perfon to whom he entrufted any branch of the 
bufinefs of forging a bank note: we mean by that, that he 
employed no mechanic to affift him; but a confident he molt 
affurecly had, anda female, who was {elected for the bufinefs 
with as much wifdom, as he difcovered fagacity in his projects. 
I: is no lefs extraordinary thaa truc, that this confidante was his 
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own wife’s aunt, by the mother’s fide, with whom he had a 
long and perfect intimacy, previous to his own marriage with 
Mrs. Price. Her name is Pounteney; and what is fill more 
furprifing, he carried on the connection to the day of his death, 
unknown to his wife: was daily with her, divided his dinner- 
times equally between the two, and the niece had, for tea years 
paft, through the impofition of her hufband, confidered her aunt 
either as dead, or reliding abroad. For this deception we fhail 
account hereafter; one thing we muft here obferve, the wife 
was 2!! innocence, without art, or underftanding in the ways of 
the world, to be what is commonly called cunning, but, per- 
haps, had a little reafon to be jealous. In thort fhe was per- 
fect fimplicity, and, in her juvenile days, was diftinguifhed by 
the appellation of the pretty idiot—He pradently, therefore, 
thought her not fit to betrufted. Mrs. Pounteney, the aunt, 
was a charatter extremely oppofite to that of her niece; fhe 
was really cunning, artful, capable of executing any plan which 
Price would chalk out for her. In fhort, fhe was the woman 
after Price’s own heart, and having had the judgement to felect 
her for his operations, there is no wonder, under the tutelage of 
Mr. Price, fhe proved a juftificationof his choice. It is eafy, 
therefore to be difcovered why Mrs. Price was not thought by 
him a fit object to be trufted with fo importanta fecret. As he 
perfectly knew fhe was too fond of her artful bargain, he wifely 
judged, that a want of underftanding in a pretty woman isa 
certain proof of the want of a neceffary refervation, and that 
he ought to be equally apprehenfive of her fondaefs and fim- 

licity, in a cafe where his own life was immediately concerned. 

Taving made choice of this womzn as an afliftant, his appara- 
tus being all ready, he began his operations, living then at 
Paddington with Mrs. Price, whom he went to nightly, and 
having lodgings alfo near Portland-place, where he daily vi- 
fited her aunt, and where all the utenfils for his undertakings 
were concealed, 


(To be continued.) 





Avr AN ECODOT E. 


Gentleman lately pafling along the ftreets of a town not 

far from Newcaltie, was called to by a fhop-keeper, who 

acknowledged himfelf indebted to him one guinea, ‘The gens 

tleman, furprized, looked at him, faying, he did not recollect 

ever having any tranfaction with him. ‘lhe fhop-keeper re- 
plied, 
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plied, that about 20 years ago, as_ the wife of the faid gentle. 
man was croffing the river Tyne in a boat which he was in, fhe 
accidentally dropped half-a-guinea when taking out money to 
pay the fare, which he (the thop-keeper) obferving, inftantly 
fnatched it up, being rather fharp-fet for cafh at that time; but 
having fince been profperous in the world, he had frequently 
felt great remorfe of con{fcience on that account : and now that 
this circumftafice enabled him, he defired the gentleman would 
accept the half-guinea, and half-a-guinea for interelt. 


ee 





Jothe PRINTER of the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 
SIR, 


F you think the fubfequent production of fome leifure mi- 
nutes worthy of a place in your valuable collection, by the 
iufertion thereof you will greatly oblige 
Your correfpondent and humble fervant, 
W. KITE, 
Stockland, Dorfet, January 4, 1786. 





REFLECTIONS ox the SEASONS aad on TIME. 


TO the fuperficial {peétator, the diverfity, order, harmony, and 
regularity of the feafons afford {mall matter for {peculation ; and 
fuch aone would perhaps, in idea, foolifhly prefer a conflant (pring, 
an uninterrupted fummer, or a continual autumn, to the orderly 
rotation of the feafons ; little confidering that no other confli- 
tution of the folar fyftem could have imparted fuch fertility and 
pieafure to fo extenfive a part of this huge revolving {phere as are 
now enjoyed. 

Spring, fummer, or autumn would, like the mof exquifitely 
biooming beauty, foon lofe their greateft charms in continued 
pofleffion. Nay, if allthe beauties of all feafons, and all the 
bleflings of all climates, were united, yet could we not derive 
therefrom fo much delight and fatisfaétion as are afforded us by 
the boundlefs variety of the revolving feafons, and the different 
difpofitions of the feveral parts of the globe. 

** Variety (fays a philofopher) is the happinefs of life.” 
Does not the face of nature appear brightened after a ftorm, and 
its fErenity feem to have gained additional beauties 2 So when 
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our attention to pleafure has been called off by the voice of 
forrow, we return to delight with redoubled fatisfaction. The 
feverity and barrennefs of winter caufe us to enjoy the pleafant- 
nefs and verdure of {pring with tharpened relifh ;. and the intenfe 
heat and laborious avocations of fummer, incline us to look 
with regret to the return of winter. 

The cogitative genius fees that in the formation, order, and 
difpofition of the earth, the Omnifcient Creator has fo adapted 
it as to be particularly commodious for the habitation of beings 
who are to refide in it but a fhort time, and whofe chief work is 
to advance themfelves by a cautious, unremitted progrefiion in 
virtue, to a happier and more perfect ftate of exiflence. 

The day has been confidered as a miniature image of the 
year, and the year as an emblem of life. ‘The morning corre- 
Iponds to {pring, and fpring reprefents infancy and youth. The 
roon an{wers to fummer, and fammer to the vigour of manhood. 
The evening is a fymbo! of autumn, and autumn a picture of 
mature and declining life, The darknefs and filence of night 
exprefs the winter, attended with a thick-fpread gloom, and ia 
which the fprings of vegetation are benumbed; and winter 
fhews the perioc when life, with all its enjoyments, muft ceale, 
and be no more. 

The fanétions incumbent on man to perform nature does not 
willingly accomplith, and we are foolifhly inclined to procratti- 
nate thofe duties, which we yet one day intend to execute : 
therefore it was requifite that this general repugnancy fhosld be 
counteracted, and the lethargy of irrefolution exufcitated into 
determination ; that the folly and danger of dclay thould obvi- 
Oufly appear, and the fallacies of fecurity be difcovered. 

All the profpeéts of nature confpire to this great purpof. 
Whatever we behold on every part declares to us the ebb of lite 
and the flight of time. The fun afcends above the horizon, at- 
tains the meridian, declines and becomes invifible ; the moon 
aflumes a different phafe each night: {pring is fuccceded by 
{fammer ; automo treads on the heels of {ammer, and is followed 
by winter : day and night fucceed each other: infancy changes 
to manhood, and manhood to old age. 

If the portions of time were not diftinguifhed by various co. 
lours ; if the career of the fan did not indicate the diminution 
of the day; if the viciflitudes of the feafons did not imprefson 
us the lapfe of the year ; and if the wheel of life turned with 
equal uniformity, we fhou!d let whole days and years glide away 
undiltinguifhed, and not obferve the approaches we make to the 
fhould live forgetful cf the paft and 
ut the inclination, or perhaps 

power, 
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conclufion of life ; 


segardiels of the future, withe 
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power, to diftinguith the periods of our time, or to eftimate that 
which we have enjoyed, and that which we may probably have 
to enjoy. 

But the Omnific Father, in infinite wifdom, has fo happily de- 
Nineated the courfe of time that the molt rude nations, who have 
fcarce any notions above animal inftiné&t, can difcern its interes 
vals, and diftinguifh by re[pective names the four feafons. Time 
is fo legibly marked, that it is even exaétly obferved by the 
birds of paflage. 

Though the admonitions of nature are very pathetic and 
prefling, they are, alas! very often difregarded ; and many who 
can with the niceft exaétnefs define time, yet feem to have but 
faint conceptions of the decay of life. 

We are {fo very inattentive to the effects of time, that we flide 
into exigencies whieh by forecaft might eafily have been evae 
ded; and we are convinced of our folly, when too late, by the 
fharpeft regret. Though there are {carce any of us that would 
not think it an infult to our judgements to be told that we 
knew not the value or proper management of our time, yet 
moft of us are ready to confefs, and by our actions do demon- 
ftrate, that a good portion of it is {pent in tedious vacancies, or 
in the purfuit of no real good. Bur, alas! we have all of us 
duties to perform which we difregard, and defects to over- 
come which we wifh to combat. 

That time is one of the greateft bleflings beftowed on us by 
our A]mighty Creator, I believe there are but very few of us fo 
flupid as to deny ; yet how fatally blinded are we to our interelts ! 
how egregioufly perverfe is our folly not to embrace and lay 
hold of this great blefling, while in our reach,confidering that it 
hafteth from us every inftant, and will never more return to prove 
our duty! 

In the days of health and profperity we grieve that our time 
is too fhort, and !et our pleafures engrofs that which we ought to 
beftow upon our duty ; and in the time of affliction we are apt 
to wifh that its duration was fhortened, though then, if at all, 
we are moft likely to employ it well ; but too commonly we are 
not con{cious of its real value until about to lofe it. When we 
are arrived at the verge of life, and itand tottering on the brink 
of the grave, we then {ce things as they really are, without any 
mark of illufive colouring, and would then give all the honours, 
power, and riches of this world, if we poffeficd them, to re- 
deem the time wh:ch we have mifemployed. 

We fhould alfo confider that our time is limited; that we have 
but a certain portion of it to live, and that the time even of the 
longelt liver is but very fhort, Outof this fiort portion of our 
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time, how great a part is fpentin eating, drinking, fleep- 
ing, drefling, company, and the neceffary avocations, and indif- 
penfible, or at leaft unavoidable duties of lite! Add to thefe 
the fickneffes, the indifpofitions, and the continual growth of 
the cares of life with old age. 

Time prefent is all that we can call our own: we may, ins 
deed, contemplate on the paft, and compute the future ; but fu- 
turity, phantom like, generally eludes our grafp, at beft is pre- 
carious, and in the hands of providence : therefore let him who 
intends his own felicity, improve the prefent moment, remems 
bering, that every. inftant of delay takes from the value of his 
labour, and that while heis purpofing the day paffeth, and the 
night cometh wherein no one can work, 





For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
AN Ae 2a ¢ 3D CO FTF & 


[From an Extract of a Letter from a Gentleman in Dublin to his 
Friend in Liverpool.] 


(Communicated by Lanfunienfis.) 


Suppofe you have heard of the famous comedian Mr. Foote : 
fhe is in this town at this time (in January, 1758), and he 
isamanof muchhumour. He took it into his head to takea 
private lodging in a remote part of the town, in order to fet up 
the lucrative bufinefs of fortune-telling. After he had got the 
room hung with black, and his dark lanthorn, together with 
fuch perfons about him as knew the people of fashion who live 
in this great city, he gave out hand-bills, to let them know that 
there was a man to be met with at fuch a place, who wrote 
down people’s fortunes without afkiog them any queftions, As 
his room was quite dark (the light from his lanthorn excepted), 
he was in lefs danger of being difcovered; fo that he carried 
on the deception with great fucce!s for many days, infomuch that 
it is faid he cleared 301. a day at 2s, 6d. a head, 





a2 .t@ PREE-R FT Ff & 


SIR, 


Stythes and other matters relative to temporalities of the 
church have of late been the object of much animadvere 
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fion, I think it may not be incurious to your readers to lay bee 
fore them an authentic eftimate of the revenues attached to the 
feveral bifhoprics of Great Britain and Ireland per annum. 


4e 


EN GLAN D. 





L. £. 
Canterbury S000] St. Afaph 15C0 
York 7000| Carlifle 2800 
London 6200} Llandaff 1600 
Durham 8700] Peterborough 1700 
Winchefter 7400| Gloucefter 2200 
Ely 4000} Rochefter 2400 
Worcefter 3400| Litchfield & Cov. 2800 
Salifbury 3500 | Bangor 1200 
Norwich 5000] Chefter 2700 
Lincoln 3200| Oxford 2800 
Hereford 3000 | Exeter 2700 
Chichefter 2600 | St. David’s 2400 
Bath and Wells 2200 Briftol 1500 


FRELAN D. 


~4 
Armagh 8000, Clonfert 2400 
Dublin 5000} Clogher 4000 
‘Tuam 4coo | Kilmore 2600 
Cahhell 4000 } Elphin 3700 
Derry 7000 | Killala 2900 
Limerick 3500 | Kildare 2600 
Corke 2700 | Raphoe 2600 
Cloyn 25co| Meath 3400 
Down 2300 | Killaloe 2300 
Dromore 2000 | Offory 2000 
Leigh and Fernes 2200} Waterforé 2500 








Axn AN ECD OT E. 


HE real merit of the rulers of nations is beft eftimated by 

their benevolent a@tions. ‘* It is not (fays the philofo- 

pher Roufleau, {peaking of his prefent majefty George III,) the 
great monarch whom I reverence, but the good hufband, the 


good father, the virtuous, the benevoleat man.” 
° How 
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How well his majefty deferves this eulogium (an eulogium 
more to be prized as it came from the mouth of a profeffed 
Cynic) may be feen from the following anecdote, the truth of 
which may be depended on :-— 

A gentlewoman, of the name of Delany, faid to have been 
an intimate acquaintance of Dr. Swift, lived for feveral years 
with the dutchefs of Portland as a companion. On the deceafe 
of her grace, Mrs. Delany was at the age of 84 left almoft defli- 
tute, the only legacy bequeathed her being a few curiofities. 
The princeffes having frequently feen Mrs. Delany in their 
vifits to the dutchefs, and knowing her circumftances, took an 
opportunity of mentioning her cafe before the queen, who, 
with that goodnefs of heart for which fhe has always been dif 
tinguifhed, immediately laid the matter before the king, when 
his majefty readily confented to give her a fmall houfe in Wind- 
for Park; and on its being reprefented by lady Harcourt, that 
fomething more was requifite to enable the old gentlewoman to 
pafs the remainder of her days in comfort, not only furnithed 
the houfe with every neceflary article, but after taking the troue 
ble to infpeét the premifes, that nothing might be wanting, 
fettled upon her a handfome penfion for life. 





CharaGer of the Right Honourable CHARLES JAMES FOX, 


[This character of Mr. Fox 4rft made its appearance at Edin- 
burgh, and is fuppofed to be written by a very eminent author, 
whofe genius has ilJuitrated the moft important points of poli- 
tical economy. } 


M® FOX is one of the moft extraordinary perfonages that 
ever appeared in the Britifh annals. His matchlefs eloe 
quence has long diftinguifhed him above all his contemporaries, 
and he unites with it a profound penetration, and a manly vie 
gour in determination, feldom found conjoined with more thowy 
talents. In him they feeem to be derived from the fame fource, 
the univerfal fertility of his invention, and the commanding fue 
periority of his judgement. 

As an orator, Mr. Fox never defcends to that fort of declae 
mation which is vulgarly called eloquence. He never deigns 
to vent a witticifm, unlefs it conveys fome ftriking picture of 
argument. It is by the irrefiftible force of his reafoning, the 
incontrovertible good fenfe fo confpicuous in all his fpeeches, 
2ud his fair, open, unequivocal condu&, that he gains your con- 
£cence, 
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The courfe of his. thoughts, and of his utterance, is fo rapid, 
that thofe unaccuftomed to hear him fpeak have great difficulty 
in following his crowding ideas ; a defeé that arifes from the 
aftonifhing quicknefs of his inventive faculty, and is direétly 
oppofite to the fault commonly obferved in orators. They tire 
you for want of argument; Mr. Fox gives you more than you 
have leifure to examine, 

Great Britain has as yet had only a fhort trial of Mr. Fox 
as a minilter; but, in that fhort time, he fully demonftrated 
that his genius was not confined within Sr. Stephen’s chapel. In- 
defatigable induftry in his application to bufinefs, vigour and 
addref{s in negotiation, that high and lofty fpirit which the mi- 
nifter of a great nation ought to poffefs, marked his public hif- 
tory. He corrected the blunders of the preliminaries, turned 
feveral doubtful circumitances in our favour ; and there is the 
greatelt reafon to believe, had he been minifter, that a treache- 
rous deiertion of our friends had not ftained the Britifh name 
with infamy. He never was even accuied of corruption when 
minifter ; he never engaged in the fhameful traffic of places, 
He purpofely chofe an office which has no annexed patronage, 
that he might be more at liberty to fludy and direét the great 
national! concerns. A great outcry was made by the faétion 
which oppofed him on account of his India bill; that meafure, 
and his coalition with Lord North, are held out as the chief ob- 

jections to his public conduct. As tothe India bill, I fhall only 
obferve, that ghofe who know the perfons he fixed on for come 
miffioners, will not fufpect his difinterettednefs, his main obje& 
being the fettlement of that dillratted empire. He chofe for 
that purpofe men of the firft characters, and it is faid, excepting 
one genileman, not in the numerous and rcfpectable lift of his 
own perfonal friends, The other accufation againit him is fuf- 
ficiently refuted by the fact itfelf, and the corrupt abfurdity of 
his accufers, in gcing much greaterlengths than he. If he was 
debarrei for ever from acting with Lord North, I will afk with 
whom he was to aét? With Lord Shelburne, who had fo re- 
cently betrayed him ? 

Mr. Fox is perhaps the only inftance that could be pointed 
ovt, of a man in this age holding poverty and riches in almoft 
equal contempt. When fo poor, that it is faid he could hardly 
command money to pay a tavern-bill, his good {pirits never 
left him ; he was even then fuppofed to be entirely out of the 
reach of a bribe, which is more extraordinary when it is conii- 
dered how fond he was of pleafure, and how profufe in his ex: 

ences. ‘Thefe foibles his enemies dwelton with malignant de. 
font, as if they were more crimiaal in him than in almoit every 
young 
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young man of birth, fathion, and fortune, in thefe de: generate 
times, whereas, in fact, they are more excufeable ; for he who 
can come from a gaming-table with und: annemes vigour of 
mind, whofe unprepared effufions have all the ripenefs anc 1d force 
of deliberate confideration, unhappily for him(felf indeed, finds, 
that fobriety, tedious meditation, and a carefal perufal of autho- 
rities before each harangue, are act neceffury to his political ree 
putation. 

In this age, fo barren of true patriotifm, inviolate fidelity to 
party is fabfituted as the telt of a ‘fair pudlic character. The laf 
praife all allow Mr, Fox; and, taking in view the whole tenor 
of his conduct, I cannot think him undeferving of the fir. It 
is fuppofed that he loft the royal favour by his ftrenuous exertions 
in loppin& off fome of the dangerous excrefcences of its powers 
He was difplaced as a minifter on a pretence which could hardly 
be avowed by any pettyfogging attoricy ; andhis room is now 
filled up by men who are as oppofite to him ia their princi- 
ples, as they are inferior to him in knowledge, vigour and abie 


lity. 





Anecdotes concerning the Mafeed Executioner of King Charles I. 


T is univerfally known, that, at the exccation of King 
Charles the Firft a man in a vizor performed the office of 
executioner, This circumitance has given rife to a variety of 
conjeftures and accounts. In the Geatleman’s Magazine tor 
November 1767, and January 1768, are accounts of one Wil- 
liam Walker, who is faid to be the executioner. In the fame 
Magazine for Jane 1784, it is fuppoled to be a Richard Bran- 
don, of whom a long account is copied from an Exeter newf. 
paper. But William Lilly, in his ‘* Hitory of his life and 
Times,” has the ollowing remarkable paflage : ‘* Many have 
curiouily enquired who it was that cut off his [the King’s] head : 
J have no permiffion to {peak of fuch things : only thus much [ 
fay, he that did it, is as valiant and refolute a man as lives, and 
one of a competent fo a lo clear up this paflage, we 
fhal) prefe at our readers with Lilly’s examination (as related by 
himfelf) before the firft Parliameat of King Charles IL. in June 
1660. 

** At my firk aj pearance, many of the young members afe 
fronted me highly, and dema: nded feveral icurrilous queitions, 
Mr. Weiton held a paper before his month; bade me anfwer 
nobody but Mr..Prinn ; I obeyed his command, and faved my- 
felf 
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felf much trouble thereby ; and when Mr. Prion put any diffi- 
cult or doubtful query unto me, Mr. Wefton prompted me with 
a fitanfwer. At laft, after almoft one hour’s tugging, I defired 
to be fully heard what I could fay as tothe perfon that cut 
Charles the Firft’s head off, Liberty being given me to fpeak, 
TI related what follows, viz. 

«* ‘That the next Sunday but one after Charles the Firft was 
beheaded, Robert Spavin, Secretary to Lieutenant-General 
Cromwell at that time, invited himfelf to dine with me, and 
brought Anthony Peirfon, and feveral others, along with him. 
‘The difcourfe was only who it was that beheaded the King ; 

ne faid it was the common hangman ; another, Hugh Peters ; 
others alfo were nominated, but none concluded. Robert 
Spavin, fo foon as dinner was done, took me by the hand, and 
carried me to the fouth window: faith he, ** Thefe are all mif- 
taken ; they have not named the man that did the fact; it was 
Lieut. Col. Joice; [ was in theroom when he fitted himfelf forthe 
work ; ftood by him when he did it; when done, went in with him 
again: These is noman knows this but my matter, viz. Crome 
well, Commiffary Ireton, and myfelf.”—** Doth not Mr. Ruth- 
worth know it ¢” faith I.—** No, he doth not know it.” faith 
Spavin. The fame thing Spavin fince hath often related to me 
when we were alone.” 

The following extraordinary Anecdotes refpe&ting this myfte- 
rious circumitance, is taken from “* Delaffements de l’Homine 
Senfible—the Recreations of the Man of Feeling,” by M.d’Ar- 
maud, an author greatly celebrated in France for the virtuqus 
tendency of his writings ; and who, although he has avowedly 
embellifhed his narration, by giving it a dramatic turo, folemnly 
afierts that he received the particulars from a man of letters, of 
the ftricteft probity, to whom it was related by an intimate 
friend of Lord S’s. 

This Lord fays M. d’Arnaud, was the favourite of King 
George Il. and one of the Generals of the Engliih army at 
the battle of Dettingen. The difpofitions of the Marfhal de 
Noailles were fo judicious, that nothing but the impetuofity of 
a fubordinate French officer faved the allied army from delftruc- 
tion, and even gave them an unexpected victory. The confe- 
quence was, that LordS. who was the only perfon that obferved 
their untkilful movements, was difregarded, loft the favour of 
his Sovereign, and retired from the army in difguft. On his 
arsival in London, he propofed to refide on his efate in Scote 
land ; but fome days before his intended departure, he received 
a lciter ina very extraordinary ftyle, calculated at once to ftimae 

late 
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late curiofity ina mind not eafily daunted. It defired an inter- 
view ata particular time and place, upon bufinefs of the urmok 
importance, and requiring him to come unattended. His Lorde 
fhip, who did not pay immediate attention to this letter, re- 
ceived a fecond, the next dav, in terms ftill more energetic. 
This fecond fummons appeared too fingular to be difregarded, 
Lord S. therefore went to the place appointed, without any at- 
tendants, but not unarmed; nor was he abfolutcly devoid of 
fear, when he entered one of the bye places in the metropolis, 
that moft commonly indicate the refidence of poverty and 
wretchednefs. He went up a dirty ftair-cafe into a garret, where, 
by the glimmering light, he perceived a man ftretched upon a 
bed, with every appearance of extreme old age. ‘* My Lord,” 
faid this unexpected object, **1 was impatientto feeyou. [I 
have heard of your fame. Be feated : you have nothing to ap- 
prehend from a man one hundred and twenty-five years old.” 
—Lord S. fat down, waiting with the utmoft impatience for 
the unravelling of this extraordinary adventere, while the cen- 
tenary proceeded to enquire whether his Lordfhip had not occa- 
fion for certain writings that related to his family and his for- 
tune.”—=** Yes,” replied his Lordfhip with emotion, ** I wart 
certain papers, the lofs of which has deprived me of great part 
of my inheritance.”—*‘* There,” returned the old man, giving 
him the key of a fmall cafket, ** there are thefe writings de- 
potited,”——** To whom,” faid his Lordfhip, the moment he 
difcovered this treafure, **to whom am I indebted for this inetti- 
mable favour ?”—** Oh, my fon,” (replied the old man,) 
** come, and embrace your great grandfather,”—=‘* My preat 
grandfather !” interrupted his Lordthip with inexpreflible afto- 
nifhment. But how much more was he aftonithed when this 
anceltor informed him that he was the mafked executioner of 
King Charles I. ** An infatiabie thirft of vengeance,” continued 
he, ** impelled me to the abominable crime. i had been treated, 
as | imagined, with the higheft indignity by my Sovereign. I 
fufpeéted him of having feduced my daughter. I facrificed 
every fenfe of loyalty and virtue to revenge this imaginary ine 
jury. I entered into all the defigns of Cromwell and his affo- 
ciates: I paved the way to his ufurpation: I even refined on 
vengeance: I {olicited Cromwell to let me be the executioner, 
and to fill up the meatfure of my guilt, the unhappy King knew, 
before the fatal blow, the man that was to inflictit. From that 
day my foul has been a prey to diftraction and remorfe. I have 
been an exile, a vo untary outcait in Europe and Afia, near four- 
fcore years. Heaven, as if to punifh me with feverer rigour, 
has prolonged my exiltence beyond the ordinary term ot na- 
ture. 
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ture. This cafket is the only remains of my fortune. f 
came here toend my wretched days: I had heard of your dif. 
grace at court, fo much the reverfe of what your virtues merited ; 
and I was defirous, before I breathed my laft, to contribute thus 
to your welfare. All the return I afk, is, that you leave me to 
my wretched fate, and fhed a tear to the memory of one, whofe 
long, long repentance, I hope may at laft expiate his crime.” 

Lord S, earnefily preffed his hoary anceftor to retire with him 
into Scotland, and there to live for the remainder of his days, 
undera fictitious name. He long withftood all thefe entreaties, 
but wearicd out at length by importunity, he confented, or ra- 
ther feemed to confent. The next day, however, when his 
Lordthip returned, he found that his repentant great-grandfather 
had quitted the fpot, and notwithflanding all the refearches that 
were made, his fate remains amyftery to this day. 





AN ANECD.O T E. 


HE count de Reus, the Imperial minifler at the court of 
Berlin, in congratulating the king on his late recovery, 
repeated feveral times, that the empire had taken a particular 
intereft in his malady, and that the empire had offered up the 
mott fervent prayers for his recovery. —His majefty interrupting 
the orator, faid to him with that epigrammatic humour which 
characterizes this philofophical king, ‘* M. le Comte, if you 
return to the empire, aflure the empire of my fenfibility for the 
interefis which it takes for my fituation. You may comfort and 
confoie the empire on my death, when it happens, by faying, 
that | leave behind me a nephew who will begin anew reign, 
by treading in my footfteps. 





RES OLUTION & 


ESOLVE to ftrive to embody that dignified fentiment, 
** to write injuries in duft, but kindneffes ia marble.” 

Not to indulge too much in the luxury of the table, nor yet 

underlive the conflitation. ‘The gout, rheumati{m, and dropfy, 

in the language of the Spectator, feem to be hovering over the 

difhes, Wine, the great purveyor of pleafure, and the fecond in 

rank amongit the fenfes, offers his fervice when love takes his 

leave, It is natural to catch hold of every help when tie {pirits 

begin to droop. Love and wine are good cordials, but are not 
proper for the beverage of common ule, 
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Noble Inftance of Gratitude in the King of Pruffia. 


N teftimony of the king of Pruiffia’s efteem for the late brave 
colonel Vantrofcke, his majefty fent the following letters to 


the colone!’s widow :— 


.&@TFt t.4 4... & 


THE death of colonel Vantrofcke, your hufband, command- 
ing the reciment of Old Waldeck, has affeéted me in a very 
particular manner. By his death [ am deprived of a brave and 
good officer; fuch was the reputation he enjoyed univerfally, and 
1 know full well how to value the important fervices he has ren- 
dered me. ‘Ihe infignia of the Order of Merit which he re- 
ceived from me, and which you return with thanks to me for the 
favours I had conferred on him, willremain for you and your chil- 
dren everlatting tokens of the well-earned diftinétion which he 
received at my hands. But I fhall not ftop here: you may, on 
the contrary, rett afflured, that | certainly will forget neither the 
widow of fo deferving an officer, nor the children that he has 
left behind. Let me know, without any referve, the real fate of 
your domettic concerns at the moment of his death, the number 
and age of your children. Communicate this matter to me, 
as to one ever cifpofed to give you a proof of his benevo- 
lence. 

Pot/dam, January 21,1786. 

[in the king’s own hand.] 


P,S. [have honoured your hufband as the model of an ex. 
cellent officer; but fince, alas! he is no more, I ihall be to his 
children a father: I mean to do for them and his widow all that 
a parent could have done; let me have only the true ftate of 
your means, and I engage to do the needful for the fatisfaction 


of the tamily. 





L&T TER 


I thall between this and next Trinity lay out 20,000 rixe 
dollars in the purchate of an eftate for your three children, the 
whole direction and management of which fhall remain in your 
hands, : 

You mutt apply to the ecclefiaitical department, to fee whe- 
ther there be two vacancies in a nunnery within the country of 

Vou. VII. 166. 2 G Cleves, 
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Cleves, or the province of Weftphalia, for your two young la- 
cies: when marriageable, I fhall take them away, and fettle 
them in the world, 


(Signed) FREDERIC, 





——————— 


A curious Specimen of Orthography. 
» be following curious Specimen of Orthography is copied 


verbatim from an advertifement placed upon a black. 
finith’s fhop door in Leicefterfhire :— 


Oyils for Cuts & Pinchis & Youmrs, Booth hoffis and Cous, 
and Any thing what So Ever, Sould by John hardy, Markfield, 
mad by Thos. Wetherald of Thurliton,’ fareier, wich Curs 
Spavins qutrs fiflolers, and any thing whatever and Drinks for 
hofles and Cous. 





Anfwer, by J. F——g, of Exeter, toT. Pafmore’s enigmatical 
Lift of Beafts, inferted January 16. 


1. Camel. 7. Hart. 

2. Lion. 8. Rhinoceros, 
3. Leopard, g- Spaniel, 

4. Panther. 10. Tyger. 

5- Roebuck, 11. Antelope. 
6. Bifon. 


i§t We have received the like an{wer from J. S. of Sheptons 
Mailet ; a Conftant Reader of Caftle.Cary; J. C. of Bridport ; 
and Bunker, of Trufham. 








——————- 


Anfwer, by F. Dowe, of Martock, to F. Maecy’s Anagram, inferted 
January 9. 


Py“ O GLEAN if rightly you tranfpafe, 
ANGEL’s the coin it will difclofe ; 
The fame if you tranfpofe aright, 
ANGLE, a corner, comes in fight ; 
Transform agair, then in your mind, 
The famous GALEN you will find; 
9 Change 
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Change G for P, tranfpofe again, 
PLANE is the tool it will explain ; 
One letter add, tranfpofe once more, 
The city NAPLES you'll explore. 


§+§ We have received the like anfwer from J. S. of Shepton- 
Mallet; a Conftant Reader, of Caltle-Cary ; T.. Locock and 
L. Kiddle, of Martock; W. B. of Chardftock ; and J. Wheeler, 


of St, Auftle. 








Anfwer, by F. Wheeler, of St. duftle, to S. H.'s Anagram, 


inferted Fanuary 2. 


ORE, is to puth if I have any fenfe ; 
Tranfpos’d, fhews OREB, the Midianitifh prince ; 
Tranfpos’d again, a ROBE is then difclos’d, 
Which on our bleffed Saviour was impos’d. 





A &v sev ten 


{Taken from the Old Ladies’ Diary for 1786 ; and inferted at the 
Requeft of W. Kite, of Stockland.] 


HERE is a lever of found dry oak, in form of a {quare 

parallelopiped, 10 feet in length, and the fide of its fquare 

6 inches, refting upon a prop or elevated fulcram at three 

quarters of a foot from one end, Required to determine what 

weight mutt be fixed at the end of the faid fhorteft arm, to keep 
the lever in equilibrium. 





CITIES in EUROPE enigmatically exprefid, by F. Wheeler, of 
St. Auftle. 


I. ALF of a nob'e paffion, a liquid Jetter, and a Spanith 
title. 
2. Half of afweet {melling flower, and the oblique cafe of 


the pronoun I, 
3- The firft appearance of fruit tranfpos’d, and half of a weil 


known finging bird, 
2Gz 4. A renowned 


oe 
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4. A renowned emperor, omitting a letter,a vowel, and threes 
fevenths of a northern conftellation. 

5. Three-fifths of the forcerefs who affifted Jafon in obtaining 
the golden fleece, changing aletter, two-fourths of @ grain toand 
in India, and a confonant. 

6. Half of a famed city in Peru, a confonant, and three. fifths 
of a term for gay. 

7. A fon of the patriarch Jacob, a mute letter, two-fifths of 
an ufurper of the kingdom of Ifrael, the initial of the god of 
love, and a confonant. 

8. One-third of a bird, and one-third of a canonica! book in 
the Old Teftament. 

g. ‘Two fevenths of the goddefs of war, a confonant, and 
three-fourths to connex. 

io. A ftate of holtility, and a carpenter’s tool. 





4n ANAGRAM, by 7. G. of Exeter. 
AS rightly you unfold, 


Invert the fame with care, 
An infect it will plainly thew, 
Which may be feen this year: 
Expunge a letter, and then tranfpofe, 
Another infect "twill difclofe. 





Se ——— — 


4 REBUS, 4y F. Dove, of Martock. 


7 HAT’s often feen in Goadby’s page ; 
What well becomes the prudent fage ; 

The wife of Ethelred next find ; 
A brave commander call to mind ; 
A cruel Roman next explore ; 
A city, fam’d in days of yore ; 
A Saxon king, renown’d of old ; 
A certain planet next unfold ; 
A Saxon queen find out ; then name 
A city that’s renown’d for fame. 

Th’ initials join—then will appear 

A place in Somertet, that’s near 

The very town where I began 

To be that helpiefs thing call’d man. 


An 


=» 
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An ENIGMA, by F. S. of Shepton-Mallett. 
NGENIOUS young men, as I’ve took up my pen, 


To write you a riddle again, 
Though ’tis not very clever, I hope you'll endeavour, 
As ufual, the fame to explain. 


Two beings there are, that I cannot tell where 
You can match them, I vow and prot: ft : 

They have oftentimes been, and as frequently feen, 
In differeat liveries drefs’d. 


Sometimes you beho/d them array’d in bright gold, 
When in pablic they deign to appear ; 
The brave foldier’s hue they oft affume too, 
But black they moft commonly wear. 
« 
One a long tail has got, but the other has not 5 Ad 
And what feems a comical fafhion, 
Is, that they are ne’er allowed to wear 
Their heads in a capital ftation. 


Their heads never touch neck or fhoulders fo much, 
Nor yet any part of their bodies : , 
Now I really fuppofe, if your minds you’d difclofe, 
That you’d think them moit wonderful noddies. 


To their majefties, though they feem duty to thew, 
Duplicity’s clear in the plan ; 

For the Jacobite crew they’ve adhered unto 
From the initant that party began, 


Sacred juftice, ’tis faid, even calls for their aid, 
And they to obey her ne’er fail ; 

Yet, if you’re inclin’d to fearch, you may find 
Them both immur’d fafein a jail. 

Now who, gents, they are, I beg yqy’ll declare, 
By giving each a right appellation ; 

Becaufe juft the fame many fimpletons name 
Them both, throughout this learned nation. 


POETRY, 
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THE PREACHER. 


EJOICE, O man! in youth’s frefh prime, 
While all around thee pleafures pour ; 
Beguile with mirth the fleeting time, 
And fill with joy each varied hour : 


Court willing beauty to thine arms ; 
Regale thy tafte with rofy wine ; 

Let mufic open all her charms, 
And foothe thy foui with airs divine : 


Let fortune fcatter riches round, 
More than thy withes could defire ; 

Thy plans with bright fuccefs be crown’d, 
While wond’ring crowds thy ftate admire: 


Behold, with pride thy lofty feat 
O’erlook thy wide-extended farms ; 

Thy fields with plenteous crops replete, 
Thy gardens bright in Flora’s charms: 


Yet cares will round thy dwelling wait, 
Still multiply’d by gloomy {pleen ; 

Grief will invad® thy rooms of ftate, 
And ficknefs aim its dart unfeen, 


Then fince nor wealth nor pleafure’s charm 
Can foothe the foul with grief oppreis’d, 
Nor ftop ftern death’s uplifted arm, 
When aim’d to ftrike the fickly breaft ; 


Let 
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Let other thoughts thy mind employ 5 
Let true religion be thy guide; 

Let virtuous acts be all thy joy, 
And temp’rance at thy board prefide: 





















Then hhall thy life with pleafure fiow, 
And when the grave demands its prey, 

Pleas’d fhalt thou leave the world of woe 
For regions of eternal day. 





S O N G.r 
By Captain Morris. 


HO?’ Bacchus may boatt of his care-killing bowl, 
And folly in thought-drowning revels delight ; 
Such worfhip, alas! hath no charms for the foul, 
When fofter devotions the fenfes invite. 


To the arrow of fate, or the canker of care, 
His potions oblivious a balm may beftow : 
But to fancy that feeds on the charms of the fair, 

The death of reflections the birth ot all woe. 


What foul that’s poffefs’d of a dream fo divine, 
With riot would bid the fweet vifion begone ? 
For the tear that bedews fenfibility’s fhrine, 
Is a drop of more worth than all Bacchus’s tun. 





The tender excefs that enamours the heart, 
To few is imparted, to millions deny’d ; 

*Tis the brain of the victim that tempers the dart, 
And fools jeft at that, for which fages have dy’d, 


Fach change and excefs hath through life been my doom, 
And well can I {peak of its joy and its ftrife 5 
The bottle affards us a glimpfe through the gleam, 
t But love’s the true funthine that gladden’s our lite. 


Come then, rofy Venus, and {pread o’er my fight, 
The magic illufions that ravith the fou! ; 
Awake in my breait the foft dream of delight, 
And drop trom thy myrtle one Jeat in my bowl, 
Thea 
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Then deep will I drink of the neétar divine, 
Nor e’er, jolly God, from thy banquet remove ; 

But each tube of my heart ever thirft for the wine 
That’s mellow’d by friendthip, and fweeten’d by Jove, 
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AURA, view this lovely flower, 
Semblance of thy faultlefs rorm ; 
Fragrant fcent, and beauty’s power, 
Add their efforts each to charm : 


Yet, my fair, with apt attendance, 
Wait the leffons they convey : 

Soon they fade—how weak dependance 
On the bloffoms of a day ! 


In the vale of life, dull ftation, 
Odorous {weets aflign’d to grow; 
Yet the foes to their duration 
Crop the bloffoms ere they blow. 


Thorny care, with wide dominion, 
Sits on all our warm delights ; 

Like the blaft, affiGtion’s pinion 
Ev’n the charms of beauty blights. 


Like the rofe, ovr comforts wither, 
And like it ourfelves mutt fade ; 

Cruel time the bloom will gather 
In youth’s fun, or age’s fhade : 


Yet thall Laura’s bofom ever 
Tafie the homage trath muft give ; 
For when rofy hues fhall leave her, 
Yet fhall menta! fragrance live. 











Epitaph on a Youth buried in Newington Church-Yard, 


EADER, whoe’er thou art, beware 
Of cating apple, plumb, or pear ; 

In iealth, like thee, was I lait year, 
But eating fruit has laid me here. 
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